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NR 18.01 Definitions. (1) "Raptor means a live; mtgratory bird of the
following family groups: :

1. Falconidae - Falcons, Merlin and Kestrel.

2. Accipitridae - Buteos, Accipiters, Kites, Harriers and Eag]es, ex-
cluding the bald eagle (Haliceetus leucocephalus) :

3. Strigidae - hmlted to only the great horned owl ( Bubo virgintanus).

(2) “Faleonry’ means the sport of taking or attempting to take quarry
by means of a trained raptor.

(3) “Take" means to trap, capture or pursue or attempt to trap, cap-
ture or pursue, a raptor for the purposes of falconry

(4) “Marker” means a numbered non reusable marker supphed by
‘the fish and wzldlife service,

(5) “Impmg means a method of repairing broken flight or tail feath-
ers.

(6) “Hacked back” means a gentie or gradua] release techmque used
by falconers whereby a raptor released back into the wild is fully capable
of competing with other wild raptors. :

(7). “Replacement raptor means a raptor obtained to replace one
which has died in captmty, has escaped, or is released to the vnld

(8) “Department’ means the department of natural resources.

(9) “Fish & wildlife serviee’ * means U.8. department of interior - ﬁsh &
wildlife service, . ‘ P

History: Cr. Register, December, 1977, No. 264 eff. 1-1-78,

NR 18,02 Application. (1) 'I‘he raptors covered by this chapter include
species whose range extends into any part of Mexico or the United
States. All individual birds of such species whether or not raised in cap-
tivity, and including any subspecies, even if the range of such subspecies
fic%es not include parts of the above countrles, are covered by these regu-
ations.
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(2) The importation of any wildlife from a foreign source must be in
compliance with federal laws or re_gulations.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1677, No. 264, eff, 1-1-78.-

NR 18.03 Perimit and license requirements. (1) It shall be unlawful for
any person to take, possess or transport any raptor for falconry purposes
or practice faleonry in Wisconsin unless a valid falconry permit has been

issued pursuant to this chapter or issued by another state provided that.

state is listed:in:the federal regulations as a state meeting.federal fal-
canry standards, ' T

(a) Residents. The department may issue a falconry permit to a holder

of a-valid small game or sports Kunting license under s. NR 18,11 pro-
vided that the perinit Holder meets the standards of this: chapter.

{b) Nourestdents: Personsnot residing in Wisconsin may take, possess
or’ {ransport any raptor from: Wisconsin: except merline (Falco
columibarius)-or endangered and threatened species provided:-they are in
possession of a valid nonresident small game or general hunting license
and:riieet the appropriate requirements of: this chapter. .

(2) "Thie faleonry permit must be in:the possession-of the permit holder
when enigaged in any falconry activity. o ' :

{8) No person shall transfer the falconry permit or falconry markers or
permit the use thereof by any other persons, nor shall any person while
engaged in falconry, use or carry any permit or mar_‘kgr ;ss_ued to ar_lother.
History: Or, Register, December, 1977, No. 264, eﬂf. 1-1-78; am. (1) (_a) andr. am_i“ recr. _(1)

(b); Register, August, 1082, No, 320, eff. 9-1-82,-

“NR 18.04 Falwmfl ﬁuutin%l. 1) ES’EABLISHED sEAsoNs. In addition to
the séasons establishied by ch, NR 10, falconry permit holders may hunt

upland game birds and animals deseribed in s. NR 10.01 (2) and (3) Sep- :

tember 1 through March 81, except cottontail rabbit, fox squirrel and

gray squitrel may be hunted year-round.
(2) LET LAY RULE, A falconry permit holder whose raptor accidentally

kills af:’;" protected animal during the closed season or a protected animal
uring the open hunting seéason shail leave the dead animal where -

OF gex
it Ties. The raptor may feed upon the dead animal prior to leaving the kill

site,

Note: Diaily kill anid possession limits, hunting hours and other rules established for hunting
by chs. 10, 11 and 15 and ¢h. 29, Stats., apply.

History: CF, Register, December, 1977, No. 284, eff. 1-178; 1. and recr. Register, August,
1982, No. 320, eff. 9-1-82; r. and reer. Register, July, 1987, No. 379, of. §-187.

NE 18.05 Examination, (1) Prior to submitting an application, each
fiew appliéant or person whose prior )permit has been expired or revoked
for a period of more than 2 years shall be required to answer correctly at
least 80% of the questions on a supervised examination, . : :

(2) The éxarﬁin‘ation shall be provided by the fish and wildlife service
and administered by a representative of the department relating to the

basic biology, care and handiing of raptors, literature, laws and regula-

tions governitig the sport of faleconry.
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(3} Applicants failing the required examination may repeat the exam
after 30 days. Should a second failure oceur, a one-year waiting period is
required before the examination sequence may be repeated.

History: Cr. Register, Decernber, 1977, No. 264, eff. I-1-78.
NR 18.06 Application procedure. An individual who wishes to practice
falconry, after successfully passing the examination, must submit an
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